
UBLIC DEFENDER – CRIMINAL DIVISION 
APPLICATION PROCESS AND ELIGIBILTY GUILDELINES 

 

In order to apply for Public Defender, Criminal Division services, a person has to be charged with a crime that 

is punishable by jail. This includes violations, misdemeanors, traffic misdemeanors, felonies and traffic 

felonies. The Public Defender, Criminal Division, will act as defense counsel from arraignment through trial and 

all stages of the direct appeal. Representation involves investigatory, pretrial and appellate representation 

required in criminal cases. 

The Public Defender, Criminal Division, is appointed by the court after determination of the person’s financial 

eligibility. In Oneida County, the members of the Public Defender, Criminal Division’s office, interview each 

applicant, in the court where the applicant is summoned, to determine financial eligibility to be represented 

free-of-charge. To qualify, an applicant’s net income must be at or under 250% of the current Federal Poverty 

Guidelines. 

2021 Income Eligibility Chart: 

[This chart reflects a 250% multiple of the most current Federal Poverty Guidelines (effective 1/13/21).] 

# of 

Dependents 

(including 
Applicant) 

 
Annually 

 
Monthly 

 
Bi-Weekly 

 
Weekly 

1 $32,200 $2,683 $1,238 $619 

2 $43,550 $3,629 $1,675 $838 

3 $54,900 $4,575 $2,112 $1,056 

4 $66,250 $5,521 $2,548 $1,274 

5 $77,600 $6,467 $2,985 $1,492 

6 $88,950 $7,413 $3,421 $1,711 

7 $100,300 $8,358 $3,858 $1,929 

8 $111,650 $9,304 $4,294 $2,147 

Additional 
person, add: 

$11,350 $946 $437 $218 

 

If the Applicant qualifies financially for Public Defender services, the Court will be notified, at that appearance, 

and the Court will appoint the Public Defender, Criminal Division, to represent the Defendant at every stage of 

the proceedings thereafter. If the applicant is determined to be NOT financially eligible, but believes they have 

extenuating financial circumstances, an appeal can be made, by appointment at the main office with an office 

investigator, to provide documentation of financial hardship. 

In Parole matters, a County Court judge assigns the Public Defender, Criminal Division, to represent indigent 

defendants charged with State Parole violations and appeals. 


