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While Oneida County has not been granted authority to
approve school reopening plans, we are providing the
following strategies that comply with New York State
guidance to assist schools in getting children back in
classrooms.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
reports that less than 10% of COVID-19 cases in the
United States have been among children and
adolescents aged 5-17 years. Further, the CDC reports
that in-person learning, in schools, has not been
associated with substantial community transmission.
In Oneida County, the local data supports the findings
and has led to data driven guidance that would bring
children back to the classroom.
On Feb. 12, 2021, Oneida County had a total of 18,798
positive cases with only 7.9% of those cases being
children between the ages of 0-17. This is nearly a
year’s worth of local data, showing that children are
much less likely to get COVID-19 or transmit
COVID-19.
Current research supports what we have observed
locally; school-age children contract and transmit the
virus at substantially lower rates than those individuals
aged 18-64. Additionally, the State just approved (as
did Oneida County) high-risk sports re-start. It is an
illogical contradiction to tell schools that children cannot
sit on the bus next to each other masked but can
compete in a high-risk sport, such as a wrestling match.
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Ideal Classroom

Teachers
Vaccinated
Regular testing for teachers should occur every 14 days
Teachers should function behind an impermeable, clear barrier, and wearing a mask, thus
creating a personal ‘bubble’
While interacting with students, teachers should wear both a mask and face shield

*All school districts, school buildings and classrooms
are different. Only school districts can make final decisions
on how and when to return children to the classroom.

Ideal Classroom
Example 1

Example 2
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Students
Students should be no closer than 3-feet (6-feet is ideal distancing), desk-to-desk and
person-to-person distances
While at desks or workstations, each student should have an impermeable, clear
barrier/face shield to work behind and be wearing a mask.
While interacting with students and teachers, if not behind an impermeable barrier, both a
mask and face shield should be worn
When above an air temperature of 45° degrees, windows should remain open in classrooms

*All school districts, school buildings and classrooms
are different. Only school districts can make final decisions
on how and when to return children to the classroom.

Buses

Example 1

Example 2

Students
At least 3’ of separation (unless they live in the same house) achieved through seating
one child per seat
Masks must be worn. If a student cannot wear a face covering, increased social
distancing around that child
When Example 1 is not possible, students may sit 2 per seat while wearing a mask and
a face shield
Bus companies may choose to install sneeze guards in between each seat to protect
children and increase capacity (face shields would constitute a sneeze guard, allowing
for increased capacity).
When above an air temperature of 45° degrees, windows should remain open on buses

*All school districts, school buildings and classrooms
are different. Only school districts can make final decisions
on how and when to return children to the classroom.

Ideal Buses

Drivers
Vaccinated
Regular testing for drivers should occur every 14 days
Earlier arrival and later departure times should be accommodated for students arriving
separate of bus transportation
Bus companies may choose to install sneeze guards by the bus driver’s seat to protect
driver and children
These lists are not all inclusive and only intended to suggest strategies to allow
reopening within State Guidelines.
All other State Regulations and requirements not enumerated in this document
should be adhered to in order to ensure all safety precautions have been taken.

*All school districts, school buildings and classrooms
are different. Only school districts can make final decisions
on how and when to return children to the classroom.

