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 Commencing in the spring of 2010, the sponsors have jointly developed and presented a series of 
criminal practice training seminars. These programs are offered to district attorneys, public defenders, 
assigned counsel and government attorneys at the reduced rate of $25 per program with no geographic 
restrictions. Oneida County Bar Association members who hold a Sempass are entitled to attend these 
programs at no cost. 
 

This fall, the sponsors presented the 2011 Criminal Law Academy offering two consecutive 
Saturdays of training in criminal trial practice and 14 total CLE credits including 2 ethics credits. Since 
the Academy was a success, the Criminal Track Development Committee is presently developing the 
curriculum for the 2012 Academy and the Spring, 2012 Criminal Track Programs. NYSDA does a great 
job announcing the programs and they are also posted on the Oneida County Bar Association website 
along with vast array of CLE programs in other areas. Check out their website at:  

 
http://www.oneidacountybar.org 

 
Reservations for all programs offered by the Oneida County Bar Association can be made by 

calling Diane Davis at the Bar Association office – 315-724-4901 
 
 All programs and program materials are posted on the website of the Oneida County Public Defender, 
Criminal Division: http://ocgov.net/oneida/pdcriminal  

 
This is the last program in the Fall, 2011 Criminal Track Series. We want to thank you for 

attending and hope you enjoyed the programs we offered. As always we welcome your comments, 
criticisms, and especially your suggestions for new programs.  

 
 

 
As they say in baseball, “See you in the spring!” 



RICK TRUNFIO

First Chief Assistant District Attorney
Onondaga County District Attorney's Office

Rick Trunfio is the First Chief Assistant District Attorney with the
Onondaga County District Attorney's Office in Syracuse, NY where he runs
the day-to-day operations of the office. He has served as chief of the
Homicide Bureau, and co-prosecuted People v. James CahilL Onondaga
County's first death penalty case and personally prosecuted serial killer
Nicholas Wiley, who was convicted of First Degree Murder and is currently
serving a sentence of life without parole. Chief ADA Trunfio co-chairs the
Cold Case Task Force, a team of detectives and forensic specialists, who
investigate old homicide cases and suspicious deaths that were previously
closed. He is also responsible for the investigation of all suspicious infant
deaths and the prosecution of child homicide cases. He previously served as
Bureau Chief of the Special Victims Bureau where he specialized in the
investigation and prosecution of child sexual and physical abuse cases,
sexual assaults against adults and domestic violence. He is a member of the
Child Abuse Response Team, the Child Death Review Team and co-chairs
the local Domestic Violence Coalition.

He has served on the NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services
Commissioner's Committee on the Revision of Sexual Offense Laws which
helped to re-write Article 130 and related portions of the NYS Penal Law
and Criminal Procedure Law. He has testified before the United States
Congress and the NYS Senate regarding the topic of protecting vulnerable
victims and witnesses. He is an Adjunct Professor at Syracuse University
teaching at both the School of Law and the Maxwell School of Citizenship
and Public Affairs. He helped to re-write and edit a chapter in a national
publication on prosecuting child abuse. Chief ADA Trunfio presents lectures
and workshops at training conferences across the nation on the topics of
ethics & professionalism, child abuse, sexual assault, homicide, cold case
investigations & prosecutions and trial skills.

Currently, he coordinates Operation IMPACT, a collaborative initiative of
local state and federal law enforcement, whose mission is to create and
implement a comprehensive strategy to reduce gun and gang violence and
narcotics trafficking. Chief ADA Trunfio currently serves on the NYS
District Attorney's Association's Committee on the Fair and Ethical
Administration of Justice, where he sits on both the Ethics and the Best
Practices Subcommittees.
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9:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Part One: The Basics of Advocacy and Persuasion 
 
    Part Two: Case Analysis: Developing a Theme & Theory 
 

Part Three: Using Legal issues & Motions to Develop Your Theme 
& Theory and Shape the Framework of Your Trial 

 
10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. BREAK 
 
 
10:45 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. Part Four: Using Your Theme & Theory to Select Your Jury 
 
 Part Five: Witnesses and Evidence Presentation 

 
    Part Six: Opening Statements & Closing Arguments 




























































































