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Oneida County 2015 Summer Youth 

Employment Program 

Members of the Summer Youth Employment Programôs ñTiger Teamò take a break after working 

hard beautifying Uticaôs City Hall. From painting fences, to interacting with area children, Oneida 

Countyôs youth learned valuable skills to help them become members of the 21
st
 century workforce. 



 2 

ñWhen you work with respect, you earn 

respect. When you show your employers and 

your fellow workers that you can do the job, 

you are changing attitudes. When you take 

pride in what you do, you become a person 

who is stronger than those who doubt you!ò ï 

Patrick Johnson addressing SYEP Youth 

on Work Readiness Day, 2015 

Work Readiness Day Inspires Students to Work Hard 

Each year, the Office of Workforce Development and Mohawk Valley Community College (MVCC) 

hold ñWork Readiness Dayò on the opening day of the Oneida County Summer Youth Employment 

Program.  

Work Readiness Day helps youth understand what they will be doing over the summer, and stresses the 

importance of thinking ahead regarding education and employment. 

Oneida County invites both private and public sector speaks to address the youth about the importance 

of success, to show youth that no matter where you go in life, the path to success begins through entry-

level jobs. This yearôs speakers stressed the importance of setting high standards, and proving 

themselves to their employers. 

MVCC provides extensive support for the even by showing the youth how programs at MVCC can help 

young people before, during, and after college.  
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By David Mathis 

Director, Oneida County Workforce Development 
Oneida County's Summer Youth Employment Program 

is the bridge to opportunity for our young people. 

Through a mix of programs designed to challenge these 

youth as well as prepare them for the future, the 

workforce of tomorrow is learning lessons that are 

essential in the 21st Century's workplace. 

From our capstone trip to the College of Nanoscale 

Science and Engineering in Albany, to the nitty-gritty 

work of painting, landscaping, and refurbishing, youth 

learned about the world of work, about careers, and 

about the steps they need to take in their own lives. At 

their work sites, they learned lessons about respect, 

diversity, punctuality and productivity. In bringing home 

their first paychecks from what, for many, was their first 

job, they learned the pride that comes from having 

money that can contribute to their familyôs needs or be 

proudly spent in an exuberant spree of music, clothes and 

entertainment that helps shore up our local economy. 

Having worked in the area of workforce development for 

30 years, I can say without reservation that the Summer 

Youth Employment Program is the most important youth 

program the workforce system can offer. A strong 

Summer Youth Employment Program helps youth get 

their first job, and point them towards academic and 

career success.  

Summer Youth Employment Program Creates Opportunity 

Youth use the latest in technology to learn about 
physics during  a program  sponsored by Gear Up 

alongside  MVCC and the Utica City School District . 
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Picente Inspires Both Youth and Counselors 

 

"This summer opens the door for youth to learn what 

work is all about, to learn lessons about what 

employers want, to learn what types of skills youth 

will need to achieve success, and to use this summer as 

a first step. Oneida Countyôs Summer Youth 

Employment Program is an outstanding example of a 

long-term partnership at the state, county and 

community levels investing in our youth and providing 

opportunities.ò ï Oneida County Executive Anthony 

J. Picente addressing SYEP youth, right  

In addition to reaching out to youth, at Work 

Readiness Day 2015, Picente also gave a pep 

talk to the SYEP summer staff before the 

SYEP kick-off event, left. Picente told the 

counselors that they represent the county to 

over 400 youth this year. ñAs counselors with 

the program, you are the connecting point 

between the youth served through this 

program, and the government. These youth 

look up to you, and their interactions with you 

this summer will shape their lives.ò 
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Youth Told To Look To the Future 

Speakers at the Work Readiness Day 2015 event told youth about the importance of looking to the 

future, and valuing the experience you receive from a summer job 

Professor William Judycki, ñUnmanned Arial 

Systems are about to take this world by storm. It 

is estimated that this new technology will create 

100,000 new jobs and pump $82 billion into our 

economy. Most believe that these numbers are 

inaccurate -- underestimated by at least a factor 

of ten or even a hundred. Millionaires will be 

made! Are you interested?ò 

Investigator Mike Washington of the Utica 

Police Department, ñThis summer, you can see 

the rewards from the work of your hands. Recall 

how it feels to earn your own money, and to take 

pride in your work. Use this summer as a first 

step for college and for your career.ò 
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Reaching for Success 

Throughout the summer, area youth are given an opportunity to experience the diversity of jobs in Oneida County. Youth are 

not the only ones who benefit from the Summer Youth Employment Program. The money youth are given for working hard in 

the summer goes towards buying items the youth want, or need, which helps local business succeed during the normally slow 

summer months. 

Youth also experience the benefit of serving as role models for the younger generations, cleaning up neighborhoods they visit, 

and making a difference in the city they call ñhome.ò 
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Jonathan Guzman (left) and Kareem Jones (right) 

help clean up trash at Donovan Stadium at 

Murnane Field. 

Kadie Lavare (left) and DôShauna Boles (right) 

help weed out part of the Utica Zoo. 

Summer Youth engage with children at the Vega 

center. 

Daryun Prescod paints a fence at the Parkway 

Recreation Center. 

Youth Pitch in For Their Community  


