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Griffiss Test Site Hosts Large UAS Flight - 

the First of any FAA Test Site  
Test flights advance NUAIR’s mission of safely integrating UAS  

into the nation’s airspace  
 

Syracuse, NY – Today, the Northeast UAS Airspace Integration Research Alliance (NUAIR 
Alliance) announced that Aurora Flight Sciences successfully flew multiple unmanned test flights of 
the company’s Centaur optionally piloted aircraft (OPA) from Griffiss International Airport in Rome, 
New York. The successful test flights marked the first time a large scale, fixed wing aircraft has 
flown at any of six FAA-designated unmanned aircraft test sites in the U.S. 
 
“Having Centaur lead the way in the U.S. as the first large aircraft to fly in one of the FAA-approved 
test sites is an important milestone for our company, Griffiss, and the FAA,” said Dr. John S. 
Langford, chairman and CEO of Aurora. “This aircraft is coming into high demand from a range of 
customers, both military and commercial interests, in the U.S. and abroad. The flights conducted at 
the Griffiss site enable our company to offer these customers an aircraft that has been at the 
leading edge of efforts to integrate unmanned aircraft into the U.S. national airspace.”  

Aurora’s Centaur OPA is highly flexible and can fly with a pilot or without one. This flexibility offers 
a broad range of military and commercial uses. The manned flight option enables access to 
airports worldwide without the need for large transport aircraft. Conversion to the unmanned flight 
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mode, which is accomplished with minimal conversion time (under four hours) provides the 
flexibility needed for a wide range of applications.  

“This test flight marks a significant step forward in helping establish New York and the Mohawk 
Valley as the national leader in UAS testing and development,” said Larry Brinker, executive 
director of the NUAIR Alliance. “Through test flights like the one conducted with Aurora we are 
demonstrating the scope, scale and types of support we can offer companies looking to test UAS.”  
 
“Our first experience with the Griffiss UAS Test Site and NUAIR team was, in a word, flawless,” 
said Joel Walker, Aurora’s system engineer and test pilot. “From day one the relationship became 
a partnership, and this is exactly what is required to ensure safety and successful execution of a 
UAS test.  They have the total package of the right people and the right resources, including 
hangars, ideal runway layout, airspace and more.” 
 
Aurora conducted its flights between June 12 and 15, 2015. Aurora’s test brought six members of 
its team to the region for 20 days creating more than $20,000 in direct economic impact for the 
community.  

“We proudly welcome Aurora to Griffiss International Airport and our FAA test site” said Oneida 
County Executive Anthony J. Picente Jr. “It is exciting for Oneida County to be on the forefront of 
the cutting edge work being done in the field of UAS technology. Every time a test is conducted we 
have the opportunity to showcase our airport and community to world class companies. It is hard to 
quantify that type of exposure.”  

 
To download video or photos of the Centaur test flight click here: 
http://www.aurora.aero/Media/Gallery/CentaurFT.aspx 
 
About Aurora Flight Sciences 
Aurora Flight Sciences is a leader in the development and manufacturing of advanced aerospace 
vehicles. Aurora is headquartered in Manassas, VA and operates production plants in Bridgeport, 
WV and Columbus, MS; and a Research and Development Center in Cambridge, MA. To view 
recent press releases and more about Aurora please visit our website at www.aurora.aero.  
 
About NUAIR Alliance 
The NUAIR Alliance is a New York based not-for-profit coalition of more than 70 private and public 
entities and academic institutions working together to operate and oversee UAS test ranges in 
New York, Massachusetts and Michigan. Headquartered at Griffiss International Airport, in Rome, 
New York NUAIR manages one of just six UAS test sites in the country leading the research and 
deployment of technologies to safely integrate UAS operations into the nation’s commercial 
airspace. 
 
NUAIR collaborates with CenterState CEO, MassDevelopment and Mohawk Valley EDGE to 
support the UAS and sensor industry in the region. NUAIR is led by the CenterState Corporation 
for Economic Opportunity (CEO), and Mohawk Valley Edge in New York, and MassDevelopment, 
in Massachusetts. CenterState CEO is an organization of 2,000 companies that work together to 
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increase business competitiveness, community prosperity, and regional growth in the 12-county 
CenterState New York region.  Mohawk Valley EDGE is the vertically integrated economic 
development organization serving Oneida and Herkimer Counties. MassDevelopment, the 
Commonwealth’s finance and development agency, works with businesses, nonprofits, financial 
institutions, and communities to stimulate economic growth throughout Massachusetts. 

 
Organizations partnering with Griffiss International Airport and NUAIR include Saab Sensis, SRC, 
Raytheon and Lockheed Martin, and colleges and universities include Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, University of Massachusetts institutions, 
Syracuse University, Clarkson University and Northeastern University, among others. 

 
About Griffiss International Airport 
Griffiss is one on six national UASTS selected by FAA to to help lead the introduction of safe civil 
UAS operations in the National Airspace System. Griffiss was constructed in 1942 as a supply 
depot for the Army Air Forces and was home to the United State Air Force Strategic Air Command 
416th Bomb Wing, flying B-52s and KC-135s until the base closed in 1996. Today, Griffiss 
International Airport has become a regional economic development asset. The airport is home to 
the Griffiss Business and Tech Park and employs more than 6,000 military and civilian personnel. 
New York State has years of experience flying UAS through the 174th Air National Guard Wing and 
the Air Force Research Labs Information Directorate. The Griffiss UAS Test Site will build off of 
this experience and will establish New York State as a leader in civil and commercial UAS 
development and the safe integration of UAS into the nation’s airspace. 

 


